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Dr. Anvar Ali's research focuses primarily on fish taxonomy, inland fisheries, and 

the biology and ecology of fish. He has authored over 102 research publications 

and more than 50 popular articles on the conservation and life history traits of 

endemic fish species in the Western Ghats. Dr. Ali has described five new species 

and established a new genus of freshwater fish from the streams of the Western 

Ghats. 

He received a significant research grant from the UNDP-India High Range 

Mountain Landscape project to develop captive breeding protocols for native fish 

in the Munnar Landscape of the Western Ghats. This project standardized mass-

scale seed production protocols for two endemic species, Systomus sarana and 

Dawkinsia lepida, which facilitated ranching in the Idamalayar Reservoir and 

other floodplain wetlands in Kerala. Additionally, the project created livelihood 

opportunities for over 750 families, including tribal fishers and local 

communities, through diversified native fish farming practices. 

Another project, funded by the Department of Environment and Climate Change, 

Government of Kerala, focuses on the species inventory, distribution, and 

exploitation patterns of fish faunal resources in the Kole wetlands. Furthermore, 

Dr. Ali secured a project from the Department of Biotechnology, Government of 

India, titled "Unravelling Signatures of Growth and Salinity Adaptation in 

Etroplus suratensis through Omics Approaches." Under the Government of 

Kerala Plan fund, he has also standardized mass-scale captive breeding protocols 

for several threatened and endemic species of the Western Ghats, including 

Dawkinsia exclamatio, Pethia setnai, and Puntius machecola. 
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anvar.ali@kufos.ac.in 



 

Teaching: 

❖  Anatomy and Biology of finish 
❖ Inland Fisheries 
❖ Biosystematics 
❖ Trophodynamics 
❖  Biodiversity Conservation & Restoration Ecology 

Research Areas: 

•  Fishery Biology  
• Ontogenetic Systematics 
• Inland Fisheries 
• Stream Habitat Ecology 
• Taxonomy of finfish  
• Ex- situ conservation  

Key Management Roles: 

•  Course coordinator-  B.F.Sc. 2020 Batch 
•  Research Guide- M.F.Sc. & Ph.D. students   
• Managing Editor- ‘ Neeradham’  
• Technical supervision- Indigenous fish seed production facility 

• Coordinator- Aquatic biodiversity register for Kumbalam Grama Panchayat  
• Nodal officer for biodiversity,  KUFOS– Biodiversity intelligence- Kerala State Biodiversity Board 
• Authorised officer, KUFOS- Assessing the suitability and disability of candidates under the 
• PwD Quota to Fisheries & Ocean Studies courses.  
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•  M Lal, GB Sreekanth, P Kumar, P Gokuldas, T Mayekar, APH Ali. (2024). Breeding in captivity for conservation and livelihood: insights 
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leucopunctatus. Zootaxa4299(4): 529–545. 
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• N Dahanukar, S Philip, K Krishnakumar, A Ali &R Raghavan (2013) Phylogenetic position of Lepidopygopsis typus (Teleostei: 

Cyprinidae): a monotypic freshwater fish endemic to the Western Ghats of India. Zootaxa3700 (1): 113–139. 
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India) losing its most celebrated ornamental fish, Puntiusdenisonii, Day? Current Science92(12): 1671–1672. 
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Awards & Achievements: 

Principal Investigator- UNDP- IHRML – KUFOS Project (2019 - 2022) on ‘Enhancing reservoir fish production and creation of livelihood 

opportunities for the Tribal community in the Munnar landscape through development of aquaculture practices of native fishes’- Rs. 52.5 Lakhs 

Principal Investigator- Directorate of Emvironment and Climate Change (DoECC), Government of Kerala funded R & D project (2020-2022) on 

‘Species inventory, distribution and exploitation pattern of fish faunal resources of Kole wetlands’- 13.32 Lakhs 

Principal Investigator- Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India Project on ‘Unravelling signatures 

of growth and salinity adaptation in Etroplus suratensis   through omics approaches’ (KUFOS Component, 2021-23)- 11.1 Lakhs 

Principal Investigator- Developing captive breeding protocols for indigenous fish species in Sasthamkotta Lake for conservation, stock 

enhancement and creation of livelihood opportunities- KUFOS- CIFPAAH project component, Government of Kerala Plan Fund (2023-24) 

Ongoing Projects: 

• Principal Investigator- Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India Project on ‘Unravelling 

signatures of growth and salinity adaptation in Etroplus suratensis   through omics approaches’ (KUFOS Component, 2021-23)- 11.1 Lakhs 



• Principal Investigator- Developing captive breeding protocols for the threatened fish species of the Western Ghats of India – Government 

of Kerala Plan Fund (2024-25) 

Read More:  


